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considering that they lived in the same house and
had known each other for most of their lives; and
Robert suddenly confessed he was in^ love.
"In love?" said Rosa, and her anxiety seemed
to tear the words from her. "Oh! Robert, who
with?"
"With you," said Robert simply, and the stars
swung out of their places and back again, leaving
Rosa dizzy and breathless.
They had wanted to take Robert for a priest at
his Jesuit school^ his look of beauty and obedience
had marked him out; the priest said he had a voca-
tion,, but he had refused.
"How else do you think you'll live?'* asked Mr.
deSouza, his father. "What else can you do? There
is nothing in India for boys like you and I cannot
send you to Europe, All of you/' he cried, turning
to his swarm of sons and daughters, "all of you
had better be priests and nuns.**
"Robert won't be a priest, because he wants to
marry Rosa Lemarchant/* said Eileen spitefully.
"Now you hear me, Bob," roared Mr. deSouza,
"There will be nothing of that. You'll marry
no one unless I tell you. The Lemarchants are
not a nice family at all, they cannot even pay
their rent, so that I am always out of pocket; and
not only must I keep you when money is scarce,
but keep your wife as well."
"Poor father/5 said little Bruce, "perhaps one
day you'll have some money."
"What do you mean, poor father/* said Mr.
deSouza indignantly. "I have plenty of money/*